).
Roots and rootlets were not consistently visualised.
Small diverticula were seen on the scans at 18 levels, but avulsion was confirmed at operation in only 1 1 of these. The seven small "diverticula" whose association with avulsion was not confirmed were seen in three patients. In one patient, operation had to be abandoned because of bleeding before confirmation of the association of four small diverticula seen on the CT scan at levels C5-8 could be obtained ; in two patients, three small bulges thought to be indicative of root avulsions, at C6 in one patient and C6 and C8 in the other, probably represented leaks of contrast from meningoceles at adjacent levels (Fig. 10) .
In only one case was no definite abnormality shown on a very poor quality CT scan but avulsion was 
